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Why should we study the lives of these twelve men? 
- To study their lives is to get to know the men who were closest to Christ during His earthly life.  
- We can learn from their examples of what it means to be disciples! 
- We want to see how Jesus used these men in ministry.  
- Ultimately, we should want to imitate Christ.  By studying how He ministered to and changed these 

menʼs lives, we can mimic our ministry to His. 

Questions before we begin - I want to record questions from the group. Have group members 
write them on a scratch piece of paper, fold em up, and turn them in. We will then take a minute to 
hear from a couple guys who want to share their questions out loud.  

List Quiz : what are some common assumptions about the Apostles?  What were they like?

Definition/meaning of “disciple”.  Greek word, “mathetes”.  Means “learners, students”.  That is exactly 
what they were during the months they spent under the direct and personal tutelage of the Lord.

Definition/meaning of “Apostle”.  Greek word, “Apostolos”.  Means “messengers, sent ones”.  “One 
who is sent on a mission by another.” Jesus had multitudes of disciples, but these twelve were specifically 
chosen and called to a unique apostolic office.  They were ordained.

Why did Jesus need Apostles?  Heʼs the Son of God...why should he need to rely on anybody?
- It is important for us to recognize: From the time Jesus began His public ministry, in His hometown of 

Nazareth, He was enormously controversial.  
- Why did people hate Jesus? The religious leaders at the time viewed Jesus as a rabble-rouser!  He put 

into question their secular ways.  He condemned their spiritual bankruptcy.  He publicly rebuked their 
sin.  He unmasked the religious nobility as thieves and hypocrites.  They hated Him for this.  They hated 
His message.  He was a threat to their power.  They denied His claim as the Messiah.  And they 
desperately wanted to see Him dead.  The people from His own community literally tried to kill Him 
immediately after His first public message in the local synagogue.  Refer to Luke 4:28-30.  It should be 
noted that at this time, instead of toning down the controversies and exploiting His own fame, He did the 
opposite.  Instead, He boldly continued his controversial messages.  Consequently, the multitudes 
melted away, leaving only the devoted few.  At this time, hostility against Christ had escalated to a 
murderous fever pitch.  The Pharisees were “filled with rage, and discussed with one another what they 
might do with Jesus” (Luke 6:11) Hatred toward Jesus, from the religious elite, had reached its apex.

- Jesus could already feel the heat of His coming death.  His crucifixion was now less than two years 
away. He therefore knew that His earthly work would have to be handed off to someone else.  Fully 
aware of the hostility against Him, and His inevitable execution, Jesus needed to choose the key men 
who would carry on the proclamation of His gospel for the salvation of Israel and the establishment of 
the church.  Time was of the essence.  There were only 18 months (by most estimates) before His 
earthly ministry would end.  Now was the time to choose His apostles.  



So who did Jesus turn to?  What method did He use to choose his apostles?  He could have chosen 
anybody!  He could have miraculously transformed some of the Pharisees.  He could have transformed 
and used someone with status and significance!  
- Naturally, Jesus did not choose people from the establishment that was so determined to destroy Him.  

Instead, He turned to His own humble followers...his disciples.
- The ministry of Jesus had a home base, so to speak, in Galilee.  Therefore, His apostles were Galileans.  

They were not the elite.  Galileans were deemed low-class, rural, uneducated people.  They were 
commoners, nobodies. Itʼs crazy to think and realize that Jesus chose such ordinary men!     

Selection of The Twelve
- The apostles were chosen directly by Jesus (Mark 3:14-15 : “He appointed twelve--designating them 

apostles--that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach...”  John 15:16 : “You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go bear fruit--fruit that will last.)

- He knew them as only their Creator could know them...In other words, He knew their faults long before 
He chose them.

- The names of the apostles are listed four times in the bible (Mark, Matthew, Luke, and Acts).  
- Letʼs read Luke 6:12-13 and learn what Jesus did before he chose them...
- He prayed ALL NIGHT!  So what do you think Jesus was praying for?  Clarity?  An answer as to who He 

should choose? 
- NO.  He did not need clarity.  He wasnʼt seeking answers.  As omniscient God incarnate, the divine will 

was no mystery to Him.  He was no doubt praying for the men He would soon appoint.  He was praying 
for God to prepare their hearts and minds...to give them the strength and courage they would need.  He 
was also perhaps praying for His capacity as Mediator on their behalf.  

- So after pulling an all-nighter (how many of us have ever pulled an all-nighter?), He was ready to 
appoint The Twelve men.

Why Twelve?
- Anyone know why it was twelve?  Why not 10?  Or 20?
- The number twelve was filled with symbolic importance. There were twelve tribes in Israel, but Israel 

was apostate (definition: “One who has abandoned one's religious faith, a political party, one's 
principles, or a cause”.)  In choosing twelve apostles, Christ was in effect appointing new leadership for 
the New Covenant (Matthew 19:28 : Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, 
when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.)

Who made the cut?
- Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James, Thaddaeus, Simon, 

Judas Iscariot
- Two sets of brothers: Peter and Andrew, James and John
- Donʼt get confused...there are two Simons, and two James, and even two Judas (???
- Also, donʼt get confused: Not John the Baptist, Not Paul, Not Mark, nor Luke.
- Also consider: there were no backups.  There wasnʼt a second string. There was no B team. 
- But why not priests/rabbis? Why not proven local community leaders?  Why did he choose ordinary 

men?
- - To demonstrate His sovereignty by working through unexpected and ordinary tools. They are proof 

positive that Godʼs strength is made perfect in weakness. God uses the weak vessels to accomplish His 
plans in order that His strength is recognized.  The apostles were the epitome of weakness.    

Training The Twelve
- Imagine having the responsibility of training these men. Quite a task!!  Praise the Lord that Jesus was in 

charge of that!!
- By most estimates, Jesus spent 18 months training his apostles. Seminary typically takes at least 3 

years, but these twelve apostles, under the personal tutelage of Jesus, did it in half as long.



- He taught them the Scriptures and theology.  He discipled them in the way of Godly living; teaching them 
and showing them how to pray, how to forgive, and how to serve one another with humility. He gave 
them moral instruction. 

- He employed them as His instruments to heal the sick, cast out demons, and other miraculous works.   
- Although it was a challenging and demanding task, Jesus promised to be with them and help them, 

even after he had left to go to the Father. 
- John 14:26 : Jesus said, “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 

teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 
- Jesus said numerous times, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
- After His resurrection, Jesus gives them whatʼs known as “The Great Commission” (read two passages: 

Matthew 28: 16-20 and Mark 16: 14-20)

 
General Description of the Twelve
- at least 4, possibly 7 were fisherman from Capernaum, and probably knew eachother from childhood, 

one was a political zealot determined to overthrow Roman rule , a tax collector who worked in collusion, 
or secret agreement, with Roman rule, (How odd!!??); the others were perhaps tradesmen or 
craftsmen...we are not told what they did before becoming followers of Christ.

- Jesus appointed a diverse group of people as his disciples. They were not perfect. Each one had his 
own share of problems and weaknesses. But Jesus had a vision that they would grow as future spiritual 
leaders and shepherds and Bible teachers.

- Jesus appointed twelve and gave them the privilege to be with Him. They could live together, eat 
together, and travel together with Jesus. Jesus shared a common life with these twelve. What a privilege 
they enjoyed being disciples of Jesus. They could watch and learn from Jesus closely - how he taught, 
listened to people and ministered to them. They could ask him and get answers from him. Jesus could 
know each of them personally and taught them according to their needs.

Takeaways
-The personality types of these men are familiar to us. They are just like us and other people we know. 
They are real and living characters we can identify with.
- Not one of them was renowned for their scholorship. Not one of them was a theologian or famous orator. 

They were not outstanding because of any natural talents or intellectual abilities. On the contrary, they 
were all too prone to mistakes, misstatements, wrong attitudes, lapses of faith, and bitter failure--no one 
more so than the leader of the group, Peter. Even Jesus remarked that they were slow learners and 
spiritually dense (Luke 24:25 : He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken!)

- These ordinary men--people like you and me--became the instruments by which Christʼs message was 
carried to the ends of the Earth.

- The founding of the Church, and the spread of the gospel message depended entirely on these twelve.
- The New Testament scriptures were all written by the apostles or their close associates.
- They are, in a true sense, the very foundation of the Christian church. (Eph 2:20 “...(church was) built 

upon the foundation of the apostles...”
- The ultimate success of the strategy actually depended on the Holy Spirit working in these men to 

accomplish His sovereign will. 
- They are heroes and role models for us...despite their shortcomings. To realize that they were ordinary 

people just like us is a huge blessing! 
- These men were merely instruments in His hands--just as you and I can be Godʼs instruments today.

These menʼs lives will change forever....as Mark Driscoll says, “it changes from “Come and See 
Experience” to “Go and Die Life””.

As we study the lives of these men, we will reveal the commitment they had to Jesus.  We will see how 
the Lord blessed them for their obedience, and how they were guided by the Holy Spirit.  Lastly, we will 
learn what it means to be a true disciple!



The Lessonʼs Cadence

Intro - Share my excitement in learning about these men. Share with the group how I felt convicted to 
know more when I realized that I couldnʼt even name the apostles, and that I knew VERY little about 
them.  Iʼve used many resources (6 books in addition to some internet research) to research the lives of 
Jesusʼ apostles, in preparation of this study. The more I learn, the more there is to learn.  I will do my best 
in leading this group, but please donʼt just take my word for it. 
My Goals: 
Generally: to effectively tell the stories of Jesus and His apostles.  
Personally: to allow the Holy Spirit to guide me and lead IO thru this study. 
For the Group: that we could all receive the message of the Gospel and have a greater knowledge of all 
these men and Jesusʼ ministry. I hope each of you embrace this study and seeks to learn more on your 
own.    
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