
Apostle Andrew
Review Peter.
The group results...words that describe Peter: passionate, leader, loyal, faith, commitment, 
courage, strong, ordinary man, a rock, a fighter, BIG BALLS, relatable, not perfect, smelly, 
working class, dedicated.  Failure (donʼt lose sight of how he handles failure, and how God 
transformed him)
Big Takeaways from Peter:
 1.) Peter left everything behind and followed Jesus (Luke 5:11)
 2.) WE ALL FAIL JESUS!  BUT JESUS NEVER FAILS US!!  (2 Tim 2:13 “Even when we 
are faithless, He remains faithful.”
 3.) Peter was an ordinary man, like you and me.  He had many shortcomings.  It was his 
friendship with Jesus, and his commitment to Jesus that allowed the HS to transform him.  Peter 
was groomed into the man Christ wanted and needed him to be.  
 4.) Took charge as the leader of the Apostles, and preacher of the early church. Spread 
the gospel boldly!  Performed miracles by the power of the HS, ALWAYS GIVING GLORY TO 
GOD.  
 5.) Was crucified upside down on a cross, by his own request, bc he said he wasnʼt 
worthy to die like Jesus.

ANDREW

Start with story...this is a true story...
 In 1934, a 24 year old farm worker, Albert McMakin, became a Christian.  Full of 
excitement and enthusiasm, he filled a large vegetable truck with neighbors, farmers, kids, and 
took them to hear about Jesus.  The preacher was touring from city to city, so they were going to 
see him as often as they could.  Everyday when possible.  But as the days flew by, there was 
one person who proved to be difficult to persuade.  It was the farmerʼs son.  His bossʼs son.  
This boy was 16 years old, good-looking, liked to hunt and fish, but he was not really attracted 
to Christianity...he was more into being a teenager, and into his social life and chasing girls.  But 
one day, Albert, the farm worker, finally persuaded the boy to come by asking him to drive the 
truck.  When they arrived, the boy decided to go in and check it out.  That night he was 
spellbound by the preacher, a man named Mordecai Ham.  He left that night with a new 
mentality.  He returned night after night, listening and learning about Jesus, until one night he 
went forward and gave his life to Christ.  
 Since then, this young farmerʼs boy has spoken to over 215 million live audience 
members, and has helped spread the gospel in over 180 countries!  He has been a spiritual 
advisor to 11 US Presidents.  As of 2008, through the use of radio, television, and film, he has 
reached an estimated lifetime audience of 2.2 billion.  He has led millions to Christ.  This man is 
the American Evangelist, Billy Graham.  
 Billy Graham impacted the entire world.  Heʼs done amazing things, by Godʼs grace.  He 
is regarded as having preached the Word of God to more individuals than anyone in history!  
Obviously, the Lord has used Billy Graham in a most influential way. BUT, nobody ever talks 
about old Albert McMakin, the man who got him there that night!  God used him too, right!?  
Absolutely! In this story, isnʼt Albert McMakin just as important as Billy Graham?  

 Itʼs cool to see how God works thru ordinary people.  God has a plan for all of us. Weʼre 
not all supposed to be the next Billy Graham.  Not all of us will travel the world, visiting other 
countries, preaching and teaching the gospel to millions.   For most of us, God has a much 
different plan.  Tonight, weʼre gonna hear a very similar story.  Weʼve learned a lot over the last 



couple weeks about Peter....the leader of the apostles.  The leader of the early church.  Letʼs 
see how Andrew plays into Peterʼs story....

John 1:35-40...
Andrew and John were with John the Baptist.  What was the first thing Andrew did after 
spending all day and night with Jesus?  He found Peter, told him “We have found the Messiah”, 
and brought him to Jesus.   

Andrewʼs Background
- Peterʼs little brother 
- Andrew means “manly” 
- first disciple to be called by Jesus (John 1:35-40) 
- lives in the town of Capernaum, in the Northern region of Galilee; same as Peter
- fisherman by trade; works alongside Peter, and together with John and James
- Imagine the lifestyle as a fisherman in those days.  Like Peter, he is rugged, stinky, STRONG, 

fearless, strong hands, tan, squinty eyes, 
- He is in Jesusʼ “inner circle” among the Twelve.  Although he is the least-known of the four, but 

regarded as the most thoughtful of the four in the inner circle.
- Scripture does not mentioned Andrew that much.  In fact, besides the places where all twelve 

apostles are named, Andrew only appears in the NT nine times!  
- known as “The Usher”, “Protokletos”, or “”First-Called”, “The Apostle of Small Things”, “A 

Brother in the Background”  
- IMPORTANT: Andrew was already a spiritual man.  He (along with the other three) was a 

disciple of John the Baptist.  That means he is ROUGH!  John the Baptist (Matt 3:1-6) Walking 
and sleeping in the desert, eating bugs for dinner, clothed in camelʼs hair.  He lived and 
ministered in the wilderness, cut off from all the comforts and conveniences of city life.  To 
follow John the Baptist, one could hardly be soft.  We can say with confidence that Andrew 
lived up to the meaning of his own name...”manly”.   

What else is Andrew known for?
- He was known to bringing individuals, not crowds, to Christ.  Almost everytime we see him in 

the Gospel, he is bringing someone to Jesus.  
- He understood that Jesus would want to meet anyone who wanted to meet Him.  (John 6:37  

“...and whoever come to me I will never drive away”)
- Andrew obviously knew Jesus very well and had no insecurities bringing people to Him.
 1.) Brought Peter to Christ and set the tone for his style of ministry. 
 2.) At the feeding of 5000, Andrew brings a boy to Jesus.  (John 6:9) While all the other 
disciples are at a loss to find food for the multitude, Andrew finds the only food source available 
and brings it to Jesus so that he could perform a miracle and feed the massive crowd.
 3.) John 12:20-22 ...Andrew leads a small group of Greeks (Gentiles) to Jesus.  It is 
significant that although the Greeks went to Philip, then Philip went thru Andrew and let him 
introduce them to the Master.  
Why didnʼt Philip just take the men to Jesus?  Perhaps he was timid.  Maybe he was flustered?  
Either way, he knew Andrew had a knack for bringing people to Christ. 
- Although seen and recognized as a background figure when among the Twelve, once he took 
on the call of apostleship, Andrew converted thousands to Christianity.  

Andrewʼs Character 
- eager to follow Christ.  And has a zeal for introducing others to Christ.



-WHO in here has an older brother?  Did you ever feel like you were living in his shadow?  
Andrew somewhat lived his life in the shadow of his older brother, Peter.  In such situations, it is 
common to see resentment, or sibling rivalry, or even estrangement.  But in Andrew, we see no 
evidence of this.  On the contrary, we see a younger brother who is bold, and totally okay with 
remaining in the background.  He has no problem with others being in the limelight. He 
apparently accepted that role.  Think of him as Best Supporting Actor.   
- We can conclude that like Peter, he was bold, decisive, and deliberate.  Nothing about him is 

feeble or wimpish.  He was driven by a hearty passion for the truth.  

Andrewʼs Personality - what he probably learned from living with Peter
- whereas Peter was more driven, Andrew is more laid back.  
- Peter likes to speak before thinking, where Andrew thinks before he speaks...he never puts his 

foot in his mouth.  You think he learned that from his brother?

Andrewʼs Death
- around the age of 80, he is crucified on a saltire cross (x-shaped cross), now commonly known 
as a “St. Andrewʼs Cross”, supposedly at his own request bc, like Peter, he deemed himself 
unworthy to die like Jesus.  Per the governorʼs orders, he was not nailed to the cross, but 
instead was bound with rope, to prolong his suffering.  History records that Andrew lived for two 
days on the cross, and continued to preach as he was hanging, bringing more people to Christ.   

Takeaways from Andrew
- He left John the Baptist and became a disciple of Christ.  Later, when Jesus comes to minister 

in Galilee, He calls Peter and Andrew to “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  That 
is when he faithfully leaves everything behind to follow Jesus as a full-time apostle.

- Andrewʼs legacy is the example he left to show us that in ministry itʼs often the little things that 
count...bring individuals to Christ.  A somewhat quiet man, laboring faithfully and 
inconspicuously.  He doesnʼt receive much recognition, but doesnʼt seek it either.

- He is the patron Saint of Scotland...St. Andrewʼs golf course is named after him.  
-
- Interesting that from the beginning, the organizers of Billy Grahamʼs Evangelistic Crusades 

have included a program called “Operation Andrew”.  It is a people-to-people approach to 
inviting friends, neighbors, and family members to attend one of the huge rallies.  

-
- Many pastors would love to have their churches populated by people with Andrewʼs mentality.  

Too many Christians think that bc they canʼt speak in front of groups or bc they donʼt have 
leadership gifts, they arenʼt responsible to evangelize.  There are few who, like Andrew, 
understand the value of befriending just one person and bringing him or her to Christ.

Maybe youʼre supposed to be more like Albert McMakin.  I believe God gives all of us 
opportunities, on a day to day basis, to be a light to others.  Whether weʼre actually talking with 
people, sharing stories about Jesus, or just living by example.  

Maybe God wants to use you to invite people to your church.  In your lifetime, maybe God will 
use you to bring 10 people to Jesus.  Or maybe 5 people.  Or maybe just 1!  Maybe God wants 
you to bring that someone to IO.  Bottom line....God has a plan for you.  He wants us to be a 
light to others in this dark world.  He wants us to bring people to Him.  He wants more Peters 
and he wants more Andrews.    



  


