
Peter cont.

Review:
What words describe Peter?
Did he write any books of the Bible?
Besides Jesus, Peterʼs name is listed more than any other in the gospels
Did Jesus walk on water, or was it Peter?Who can tell 30sec version of the story?
Which apostle : was the first to claim Jesus as Messiah?  Does Jesus speak to the 
most? Speaks up the most?  Asks the most questions?  Confessed Christ the most 
boldly?  Denied Christ publicly? 
Why did Jesus rename him Peter?  Does Jesus ever refer to him by his old name?
Stories:  Last Supper - what does Peter tell Jesus?  Garden of Gethsemane - what 
did Jesus ask Peter to do?  And what happened? Denied 3 times - how did he feel
Who else betrayed Jesus that night?  how did he feel
Whatʼs the difference between how Judas and Peter responded? What can we 
learn from this? Christian vs. non-Christian.  Run toward JC vs. run away from JC  

Repent: to feel such sorrow for sin or fault as to be disposed to change one's life for the 
better; to turn away from the sin and never go back

Did Peter fail JC? Y Do we fail JC? Y Does JC fail Peter? NO!!  Does JC fail us? NO!!
2 Timothy 2:13 “Even when we are faithless, He remains faithFULL.”  Faithfulness is 
what holds together our relationship with God.  BUT remember...itʼs not our 
faithfulness...itʼs HIS!  Sin is not just the breaking of Godʼs rules...itʼs the breaking of 
Godʼs heart.

What is the remedy for Failure?  What is the key to overcoming sin?  A friendship 
with Jesus. Right?  Itʼs a friendship with a real, living, God.  Who is not just an idea, but 
a person.  A person names Jesus, who loves us.  He will never fail us. He will never give 
us something we canʼt handle. He will be faithful to us, and lead us to victory...BUT not 
our victory...HIS victory!  We must give the glory to Him. 

Weʼre about to see how Jesus was victorious through our brother, Peter.  When we look 
at Peter, we will see how God builds a leader.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Peter may have denied Christ three times, but letʼs think about this...
Who grabbed a sword when hundreds of soldiers showed up to capture Jesus?  Who 
tried to chop of a dudeʼs head?  Was Peter scared to fight?  
At least Peter was brave and bold enough to follow the mob of soldiers who had 
detained and escorted Jesus. Where were the other apostles!?  What happened to the 
other 10 guys!?  Everyone else is MIA!  What a bunch of cowards!  But, low and behold, 
Peter denies JC three times...



Jesus was crucified, died, and was buried.  Three days later, Jesusʼ tomb is found 
open...John 20: 1-8 ......Peter wants to see! He RUNS to discover Jesus is gone.  Later 
that day, Jesus resurrected body appears to the disciples and they are overjoyed.  A day 
later he appears again, then a third time...John 21: 4  

Would you be the guy who jumps out of the boat and swims to Jesus?

After breakfast, Jesus reinstates Peter in front of everyone...he asks Peter three times if 
he loves Him.  John 21:15-17

Imagine if your best friend was captured and persecuted, flogged and crucified, 
and the last time you made eye contact with Him, you had just denied that you 
even knew Him three times!  Wouldnʼt you be depressed?  At the lowest of lows?  
Hoping and wishing you could just have a chance to be face to face and say you 
were sorry?  How do you think Peter felt after this?  I bet he was relieved.  I bet he 
felt a huge burden lifted off of him.  I bet he was ready to be given another chance to 
prove his love.  

Whatʼs interesting is that Jesus doesnʼt say, “The problem is, Peter, you are a coward.” 
He doesnʼt say “The problem is, Peter, you are a liar.”  Both of those would have been 
accurate.  Instead, Jesus gets down to the root of the problem and looks Peter in the 
eyes and asks, “Do you love me?”  

Why did Jesus ask him that question?  Bc when we truly love someone, we donʼt 
want to hurt them.  When we truly love someone, we donʼt want to fail them.  When we 
truly love someone, we will do all we can to be faithful to that person.  Thatʼs what Jesus 
wants from Peter.  And thatʼs what Jesus wants from US.

Jesus then ascends to Heaven...what was that like!!??  Thereʼs Peter watching his 
friend go!  See ya!

Who do you think everyone turned to?  PETER!  “Itʼs all up to you, buddy!”

Heʼs probably thinkin: “It wasnʼt that long ago, I denied Christ!  Now, Iʼm in charge!” 
Peter knows he has work to do!  

Starting with replacing Judas (Acts 1:15) - Peter calls the meeting. Peter steps up and 
leads. He appoints Matthias to replace Judas.  

Pentecost - the apostles are filled with the Holy Spirit.  And because of this, they can 
pour themselves out in ministry, for the glory of God.  They are Empowered! 

All of a sudden the people are being saved!  Miracles are performed!  The church which 
was once around 120 people, has now grown to THOUSANDS!!  And who steps up to 
preach the gospel to the masses!?  Who talks about Jesus?  PETER!  And the good 
news of Christianity is unleashed on the Earth!  And by the power of the Holy Spirit, the 



story of Jesus is spread by the preaching of PETER!  And the world never recovers!  It 
is forever changed!  And it hasnʼt stopped even today!  There are billions of us claiming 
to be Christians and follow Jesus!  

How did Peter do it?  The HS, of course.  But letʼs here some stories.  

Peter addresses the crowd...he steps up as the spokesperson and preaches to a 
crowd...Acts 2:14....he calls them out!  That takes some balls!  To publicly rebuke the 
entire community that sent Jesus to the cross.  He explains how God raised Jesus from 
the dead, and that He now sits on the throne as Lord, and Christ.  

So how do you think the crowd responded?  Acts 2:37-41

3000 accepted the message and were baptized that day!  The church is growing!

Peter gets on a ROLL!!  Performs many miracles in Jesusʼ name (chronology??)
- heals the crippled beggar...Acts 3: 1-10 People are filled with wonder! As they watch in 

amazement, Peter tells them Acts 3: 12-16 

Peter and John face the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling counsel.  They were determined 
to put an end to Peterʼs ministry and following.  They were told, “not to speak at all, nor 
teach in the name of Jesus.”  Peter and John boldly replied, “Whether it is right in the 
sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.  For we cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard.”  
Soon, they were brought back before the Sanhedrin for continuing to preach.  In fact, 
they were thrown in jail, but that night, an Angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail, 
and brought them out.  That morning, the soldiers found Peter and John, and again 
brought them before the Sanhedrin.  They again they told them the same thing, “We 
ought to obey God rather than men” Acts 5:29.  The jews decided to flog the two 
apostles, told them to never speak of Jesus again, then were let go.  Acts 5:41 “The 
apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of 
suffering disgrace for the Name.

Would you rejoice if you had suffered in the name of the Lord? 
So did Peter give it a rest and lay low for a while?  (v. 42) Day after day, in the 
temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming 
the good news that Jesus is the Christ.”  
-Peter, filled with the HS and driven by the knowledge that Christ had risen from the 
dead, had acquired an unshakable, rock-solid courage. He was secure in Christ...and 
he knew it.   

Other miracles Peter performs, found in book of Acts:
 -heals a Paralytic (Aeneas)-tells him “JC heals you.” - Glory to God
 -raises the daughter (Tabitha, or Dorcas) of a widow from death




As always, Iʼm amazed that God would use a man like Peter.  “Feed my sheep.  Tend 
my sheep. Feed my sheep.”  Jesus was faithful to Peter. He took a brash, rugged, 
uneducated fisherman and transformed him into the leader of the church.  Jesus taught 
Peter lessons on submission, humility, compassion, love, and courage.  And by the 
power of the HS working in Peterʼs heart, he became the man Christ wanted and 
needed him to be.  

Peterʼs death!!  We donʼt find this in Scripture, but history records Peterʼs death.  

As an elderly man, heʼs been walking with Jesus for many years.  They come to him 
and arrest him just like they arrested Jesus. And they tell him, “Peter, YOU MUST 
DENY Christ!!  Say you didnʼt know Him!  Say you didnʼt love Him!  Say you didnʼt follow 
Him!  DENY HIM!  You did it before...do it again!!  And if you do, you will not suffer.  You 
will be set free!”  Peter had an opportunity to fail.  An opportunity to sin, and deny Jesus 
yet again.  But after all the years of faithfulness from Jesus, by the Grace of God, Peter 
became faithful to Jesus.  History records he looked at them and said, “Then crucify 
me!!  Crucify me!!  But I am not worthy to die like Jesus did...HANG ME UPSIDE 
DOWN!  and they did.  Peter did not deny Jesus in the end.  

And as he was hanging there upside down, Peter closed his eyes.  And on the other 
side of death, he opened his eyes, and who did he see?   Jesus.  “Do you love me?”  
“You know I do.”     

Peter Quotes
Peter Questionnaire


