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JOHN- quick facts/quiz 
**I have learned so much about John, that it was hard for me to trim it down to a one-night study. 
Tonight I will do my best to give a brief overview of Johnʼs life. To begin, Iʼd like to recap what we 
already know, but the majority of tonight will be about Johnʼs relationship with Jesus.  

 
-from where?   Galilee what did he do? Fisherman 
-brother of who? James -  Jesus nicknamed them what? The Sons of Thunder 
-regarded as John the Beloved; John - The Apostle of Love; “The disciple Jesus loved” 
-similar temperament as his older brother James. 
-youngest of all the apostles - he lived the longest - heʼs the only one who died of old age. 
-James was first to die, John was last. Which is worse? 
-wrote how many books? 5 - Which ones? Revelations, John, the 3 Epistles (John 1, 2, 3) Note: his gospel 
is not one of the 3 synoptic gospels--it seems to have a deeper reflection on who Jesus is. 
-Last week we covered three stories about the Sons of Thunder: 
Thrones in the Kingdom Mark 10:35-41 
Fires from Heaven Luke 9:51-56 -  
Experiences: Raising of Jairusʼ Daughter, Garden of Gethsemane, and the Mount of Transfig.. 
 
James Review 
-Apostle of Passion 
-always named with someone else in the Scriptures except for one time...when heʼs martyred 
-How did he die? Beheaded - What does it mean that he was the first? His is the only death in scripture. 
-Two of the lists have him in what spot in the Apostle lineup? 
Words to describe him: passionate, bold, zealous, enthusiastic, but he could also be volatile, brash, and 
over-ambitious 
-He and John are cut from the same cloth. They are just alike in personality. 
 
What is John known for? 
-Although he is just like is brother James, Jesus transformed them over time. John, given the fact he had 
more time on earth, aged very well...Under the control of the HS, all his liabilities were exchanged for 
assets. As he matured, the areas of greatest weakness (quick temper to want to kill the Samaritans, his 
lack of humility, his inability to see goodness in people) all developed into his greatest strengths (love, 
truth, humility). 
-John is an amazing example of what should happen to us as we grow in Christ...AMEN! 
-John the Beloved; writing Revelations; writing more about love (Christʼs love, Our love for Him, How we 
should love one another) than any other author of the Bible. He had a passion for Godʼs TRUTH and 
LOVE. Commonly seen as a tender-hearted elderly apostle. 
-Lived the longest; was the only one not to be martyred 
-Filled a unique & patriarchal role in the early church; esp as the others were killed one by one 

 
-MISCONCEPTIONS!! Because we hear him called John the Beloved, and the fact that he writes more 
about love than any other NT author, we often times see him portrayed in paintings as a meek, pale- 
skinned, effeminate, slender, skinny, milk-toast, sitting around laying his head on Jesusʼ shoulder, staring 
up at him with a dove-eyed stare. Well, FORGET THAT PICTURE!! Yes, he did lay his head on Jesusʼ 
shoulder (at the Last Supper when Jesus announces one of them will betray Him), BUT.....heʼs not a 
panzy!!! Get it out of your head!! He is a MAN! Describe the fisherman type in those days.... 

 
Writing Style 
-donʼt want to get too deep into his writing style, bc Iʼd like to focus more on his life experiences and 
relationship with Jesus. BUT... 
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Johnʼs theology is best described as a theology of Love. It was a critical part of every element of Johnʼs 
teaching. It was the dominant theme of his theology. He taught that God is a God of Love, that God 
loved His own Son, that God loved the world, that God is loved by Christ, that Christ loved His disciples, 
that Christʼs disciples loved Him, that all men should love Christ, that we should love one another, and 
that love fulfills the law... 

 
-In his writings (his gospel and epistles) he used the word Love over 80 times! He used the word Truth 45 
times! Jesus had taught him, and he had clearly learned the balance Christ taught him. Love became the 
anchor and centerpiece of the truth he was most concerned with. 
 
-Another favorite word was Witness, which he used nearly 70 times! He refers to the witness of John 
the Baptist, the witness of Scripture, and witness of the Father, of Christ, of the miracles, of the Holy 
Spirit, and of the apostles. In each case, these were witnesses to the truth. So his love for the truth 
remained undiminished. His zeal for the truth shaped the way he wrote. 
 
-He is very black n white in his thinking. He understands the necessity to draw a clear line. He thinks and 
writes in absolutes. Everything is pretty cut-and-dried with him. For example (in his Gospel), he sets light 
against darkness, life against death, the kingdom of God against the kingdom of the devil, Children of 
God against the Children of satan, the judgement of the righteous against the judgement of the wicked, 
the resurrection of life against the resurrection of damnation, receiving Christ against rejecting Christ, 
fruit against, fruitlessness, obedience against disobedience, and love against hatred. You get the idea? 

 
LOVE with Christ 
-Jesus and John loved one another. The common analogy describing their love is: Jesus loving John like 
a little brother. Like a kid-brother. But let me ask.... 
Q.) Has anyone ever struggled with the idea of these men (all the apostles, in general) and love? The 
way they loved one another?  How Jesus always talks about LOVE? 
Has anyone ever had someone in your face, telling you to LOVE JESUS!! LOVE JESUS!! I remember 
being really turned off in HighSchool and College when people were in my face with that. And the idea of 
love that I pictured in my mind was....difficult for me to come to grips with. Anyone else have that 
problem? In my mind it lacked masculinity. It didnʼt seem like me, an athlete, had anything in common 
with these guys. 
-SO...It really helps me to think of brotherly love. Best friend kind of love. AHHH...thatʼs better! 

 
-We know Jesus was around the age of 30 when he began his public ministry....John is assumed to 
have been early 20s.  He is the youngest of the apostles, but you know, heʼs probably used to being the 
youngest since he works everyday with his brother James, and brothers Peter and Andrew. I bet he was 
always given a hard time...anyone in here a little brother? Then you know what Iʼm talkin about. 
 
-Jesus loved John like a little brother. And to remember that John (and the others) left it all to follow 
Jesus. He left behind his life, family, income, everything...to follow Jesus...and so began his relationship 
with Jesus. 

 
JOHN AND JESUS 
-Jesus loved all his apostles.  In my opinion, Jesusʼ love made a more lasting impression on John than 
anyone else. At the Last Supper, John is the only one who records in Scripture the act of Jesus washing 
everyoneʼs feet. I think he was in awe as he watched the Savior of the world being the ultimate servant. 
Jesusʼ own humility on the night of His betrayal obviously made a huge impact on John. 

 
Letʼs dive into this man, John. I want each of you to leave here tonight with the knowledge and 
perception of how awesome John was. The theme for the rest of tonightʼs study is “He (John) was there.” 
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Miracles (John 21:25) “Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written 
down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be 
written.”  
 
-In other words, Jesus performed many more miracles than what is recorded in Scripture. We can 
believe that we have been given all that we need to know. 
 
-Jesus performed a number of miracles...most of which weʼve already discussed in weeks past: 

 

Jesus walked on water...John was there Jesus 
raised Jairusʼ daughter...John was there 
Jesus healed the sick, the blind, the paralyzed, the deaf , and brought the dead back to life, casted out 
demons, He turned water into wine, He fed 500 with a few loaves of bread and two fish, He healed the 
Roman soldierʼs severed ear after Peter chopped it off ; John was there 
Jesus gave the disciples whatʼs knows as the ʻMiraculous Catchʼ of 153 fish 
John got to witness these things first hand...can you imagine what that was like? To follow Jesus, and to 
see him perform miracles one after another after another after another. 

 
The Last Supper 
-Jesus knows he has one more meal on Earth. One more dinner to share with his best friends. He sent 
Peter and John to prepare the spot, to prepare the table. 
And where did John sit? Yep, right next to Jesus. 
During supper, he tells the apostles that one of them will deny Him...what do you think that was like? 
Did that change the mood, or what? Who did they look at? JOHN! I can picture them staring at 
eachother, wondering who it might be...then looking to Jesusʼ favorite, his best friend, John. So John 
asks, “Who is it?” 
-You see, this news probably troubled John more than any of the other apostles. It was John who spoke 
up. John asked Jesus who would betray him. 
 
After supper, Jesus goes to the Garden of Gethsemane...weʼve talked about this scene before. Jesus is 
emotionally distraught, needing solitude with His father. He needs prayer to prepare himself to be 
murdered! He asks Peter, James, and John to come with him to stand guard. It is at this time when 
Jesus the bible tells us, is literally sweats blood...John was there. He witnessed the blood dripping from 
Jesusʼ brow. 
 
Soon after, Jesus is arrested. All the apostles flee except for who...Peter and...JOHN! They follow at a 
distance to see where theyʼre taking Jesus. 
 
And that night, Jesus was taken into the city, and in front of the masses, is ridiculed, spit on, and given 
an unfair, unjust, wrongful trial. Peter denies Jesus three times and leaves the scene weeping bitterly. 
Yet, who stays? Who is there to witness this travesty? John was there. 
 
When morning comes, Jesus is taken to the palace of the Roman governor. Here we see a crowd of 
people, raising their voices, yelling that Jesus should be convicted; they were yelling that Jesus be 
executed. Pilate asked the crowd, “It is your custom for me to release a prisoner...do you want me to 
release the king of the Jews?” They shouted back, “No, not him. Release Barabbas!” Canʼt you just 
imagine John standing there, amongst the crowd, shouting against these things?  
 
I imagine Johnʼs voice was drowned out by the shouting of the size of the crowd. He was probably crying 
at this point...unable to bear the reality of what was happening. How could Jesus, the Son of God, who 
lived a perfect and  sinless life, be convicted as a criminal and be facing execution. There was nothing 
John could do. But he was there to see it all happen. 
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**I ask you, where is your heart in all this? Imagine someone you love, your dad, or brother, or best 
friend. Someone you know and love more than anyone.  Someone you trust with all your heart, 
someone you turn to for ALL things. Imagine watching that person you love standing trial for something 
he didnʼt do. Falsely accused and you know there is nothing you can do to stop it. You realize that 
youʼre about to see your best friend tortured, humiliated, suffer excruciating pain, and be murdered. 
Where is your heart as you listen to this story? 
 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. They beat him mercilessly. The soldiers twisted together a 
crown of thorns...2-3 inch spikes that were pressed into Jesusʼ head in mockery. They punched him in 
the face. The spit on him. They tortured him, ripping His flesh away with execution tools. Jesusʼ bare 
skin was whipped and lashed, leaving him bloody and bruised.  His skin was literally ripped off.  John 
was there. 
 
Once more, Pilate came out and said to the Jews “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know 
that I find no basis for a charge against him.” And when Jesus came out wearing the crown of 
thorns...and as soon as the chief priests and their officials saw Jesus, they shouted “Crucify Him!! 
Crucify!  Crucify!” John must have been beside himself. He was there in that crowd. I imagine he was 
weeping bitterly, shouting against the crowd, knowing the death of his friend, his God was imminent. 

 

Jesus was then handed over to be crucified. He carried his own cross up to the hill where he was to be 
nailed and crucified upon the rugged wooden beams. 

 
And when Jesus was erected up on the cross, who was at the foot of Jesusʼ cross? John. He was there 
watching his dear friend Jesus gasping for a breath.  He was watching the blood drip off Jesusʼ body.  He 
saw every moment of struggle, every facial expression, every wince. 
 
And who was Jesus looking at? John. Can you even fathom being John in that moment? Witnessing 
the public humiliation of your best friend, your God, your savior. And who was standing there next to 
John? Mary, Jesusʼ mother.  
 
As he is being crucified, Jesus looks down sees his mother and his best friend sobbing, crying 
uncontrollably. And as Jesus is suffering a death in front of a blood thirsty crowd, His biggest concern is 
Who is going to look after my mother? Whoever you appoint to look after her is your very best 
friend...the one you know and love and trust...that is JOHN. Jesus says, “John, you look after her.” And 
says “Mom, you look after him like a son.” Can you imagine the inability of John to even breath thru his 
tears at this moment? Jesus just asked you to look after his own mother.  
 
I imagine it was difficult for Mary to even stand up. Sheʼs watching her beaten up, bloodied son hanging 
on a cross. The last thing a mother wants to see is the public execution of her own son. John is there, 
looking at Jesus. John is there, hearing the crowd cheering, John is there holding Mary, and John is 
there coming apart himself. Thatʼs John. 
 
John is there to hear Jesus cry out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me!?” John is there when 
all his sins, my sins, your sins, and the sins of all Christians is laid upon Jesusʼ failing body.  John 
witnessed Jesus pay the price of sin. He heard Jesus say “Father, forgive them.” John heard Jesus take 
his last breath and say, “It is finished.” John saw it with his own eyes...thru his tears, he saw Jesus die. 
 
He sat there and watched as the soldiers stabbed Jesus in the side with a spear.  He watched as Jesusʼ 
body was removed from the cross and wrapped up in linens. John was there. Let that set in for a sec. 
Have you ever lost someone that you love? John had given three years of his life to Jesus...breakfast, 
lunch, dinner...all his time to his friend, his big brother, his God. And now heʼs dead. 
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After three days of utter despair, Jesusʼ tomb is found with the stone removed and Jesusʼ body gone. 
The word is out. Mary Magdalene rushes to the disciples to tell them and who is the first one to the 
tomb? 
John.  
 
He was younger...a better sprinter than Peter, he outran him, who arrived shortly after and was the first 
one to actually walk into the tomb. John and Peter run to the tomb, sprint to find Jesusʼ body gone. 
 
Who was the first person on Earth to recognize the resurrected Jesus? John. 
Jesus commissioned the apostles to spread the word to the nations...John was there. 
Jesus ascended into Heaven right there in front of them...John was there. 

 
John went on to be a leader of the early church. But the Roman government demanded that all people 
claim Caesar above all Gods. Persecution begins. 

 
John witnessed two series of brutal Christian persecution. 
It was not uncommon for them to wrap Christians, men, women, and children, in animal hides and toss 
them into a pit of wild animals, just to watch them be brutally eaten alive. 
 
It was not uncommon for them to take brothers and sisters in Christ, wrap there hands and feet with four 
separate ropes, tied to horses and sent in opposite directions, completely dismembering the 
person...asking them yet if they would deny Christ. 
 
Nero, would take Christians, run them thru with a stake, cover them in resin, hang them up, light them 
on fire, to be torches in the night for his parties and gatherings. 
 
Young women who wouldnʼt deny Christ, were beat up, raped, disfigured, then asked again if they would 
deny Christ, to which if they said No, they were murdered. 

 
John lived to see these brutal times. 

 
They tried to kill John. Judas killed himself. They killed every other apostle. And they tried to kill John. 
The Roman emperor snarled at John, “If your Jesus is really a God, then ask him to save you!” They lit a 
fire to boil a pot of oil. As it heated up, John reflected on all the past experiences of his Christian brothers 
being persecuted and murdered. All the times when he and his buddies prayed for more boldness, to 
continue preaching the Word.  When the oil was ready, the guard said, “Get up Christian, the oil is ready.” 

Sidenote: Oil boils at three times the temperature that water boils. The crowds rose to their feet...read 
from Jesus Freaks page 164. 
 
While in Ephesus, John was unable to walk. What to you think he did? Preach. 

 
The young men of the church carried John to the front of the church where he would sit in a chair and 
share stories of love and grace of Jesus. He shared the good news of eternal life. Many Christians at 
this time were being murdered every week, and their bodies were stacked in the streets, not given a 
proper burial, to be made examples. Yet John continued to preach. Continued to tell them, “My dear 
children, love one another.” When asked why he always said this he said “It is the Lordʼs command, and 
if this alone be done, it is enough.” 

 
John was the last eyewitness of Jesus. He was the last man who walked with Jesus. His followers could 
ask him What did Jesus look like? What did his voice sound like? What was his personality like? How did 
he look at that little girl when he raised her from the dead? What was Mary like? What was it like at that 
empty tomb? What was your favorite memory of Jesus? What was it like at the Mount of Transfiguration? 
What was it like to see miracles performed? What was it like at the cross? 
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I believe the one thing that kept John on track was that he knew Jesus loved him. Friends, Jesus loves 
us. He wants to share a relationship with us, the same way he shared with John. It begins by walking 
with Jesus, praying to Jesus, and accepting His grace on your life. 


